[Prader-Willi syndrome and growth hormone treatment].
Prader Willi syndrome (PWS) is a hypothalamo-hypophyseal disorder associated with eating disorders, morbid obesity and behavioural troubles. A deletion of a segment of paternal chromosome 15 is the more frequent cause of PWS. The syndrome is associated with increased morbidity (sleep apnea, increased cardio-vascular risk) and mortality (mainly due to respiratory infectious diseases). GH secretion is usually decreased. GH treatment induces height gain, positive body composition changes and improves psychomotor development. Obstructive apnea was described in case of rapid increase in the dose of GH. Corticotroph deflciency, warranting treatment in stress situations could also take part in the high mortality rate of these patients.